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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from the South Fayette Township School District, and I would like
to thank you for your leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that all
schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully
adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent.wi}f ensure tb;at all schools--even the poorest--have truly
affordable access. The plan is also very flexiole and will empower schools to select the services
that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections
and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Monies saved through this discount will afford South Fayette Township School
District the opportunity to focus on the integration of the technology into the curriculum so that
students may achieve at higher levels. This, of course, is the ultimate goal of all districts.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this
opportunity to bring 21st century learning to our schoolchildren.

Sincerely,

~~-/
Kelly Brown .

.'School Board Director

"The mission of the South Fayette Township School District, as an integralpart of the community, is to develop each student's full academic potential
by providing high quality educational opportunities in a caring, safe, positive environment; to encourage lifelong learning; and to develop ethical,
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I am a school board member from the South Fayette Township School District, and I would like
to thank you for your leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that all
schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully
adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent WIll e.nsurethat all schools--even the poorest--have truly
affordable access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services
that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections
and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Monies saved through this discount will afford South Fayette Township School
District the opportunity to focus on the integration of the technology into the curriculum so that
students may achieve at higher levels. This, of course, is the ultimate goal of all districts.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this
opportunity to bring 21st century learning to our schoolchildren.

Vince berti
School Board President

No. of CcDiea'rec'd ()
listABCOE

"The mission of the South Fayette Township School District, as an integralpartof the community, is to develop each student's full academicpotential
by providing high quality educational opportunities in a caring, safe, positive environment; to encourage lifelong learning; and to develop ethical,
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The Honorable
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street>,N. W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I am a school board member from/the Patagonia Unionll.igpSchool
Districtini Patagonia, AZ, al;ldJIwould like to thank'Y<>p(for your
leadershi.p and the leadership.B~/the Joint Board fort.:q.~~+. strong
decisiol;ltoensurethat allachClols will have affordabJ..eaccess
to theItlf~t'm<1tionSupe:thi9hwaY.... I urge the FCC to flllly adopt
the recommendations of the Joint· Board.

The discount range of20/toi90percent::will ensure tbat 8ttr
school which is amongthE:!:ipoor~st--will.havetrulYa,ffor~l1lble
access. •. The plan is~JI...~o veryfle:x:ible and .. \Jiil1 .empower/~chools
to select the service~that.work best fort~~~reducaticrr~11l1
mission. The inclus.~)'n of discounts· on i l1ternal connections and
Internet access is eq1J,ally vitalaIld stands to bring services
directly to the claS$:roomwherestudents learn.

Our district is innee<l>of·mo:r~technology.in the classroom but
at this time the costs/are proflib.itive. If these discounts are
realized we Can begin to provide technol$gical learn.ing
opportunities for our·students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

Marl . B ct
Governing Board Member o

No. of Cool.'rec'd,:-_-
Yl\MCOe
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The Honorable Reed Rundt
Chairman
Federal communications. Commission
1919 M Street,N. W., RQom 814
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Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I am a school board member fromt.he Patagonia unionH~S'tl.. School
Districtirt Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thankyq" for your
leadersh~pand the leadership of the Joint Board fortlle~:I:.'" strong
decisioht;¢(ensurethatall $choolswill have affordable access
to the/Trt+prrrtat.ion·· Supet'1'l.ighway. I .. urge the FCC t:of'l1l1y adopt
the recor(t1:nehdationsoftheJoint Board.

The discpu'Ilt range of 20 to 90 per¢ent:.wiJ.l ensure.thatqp.r
school wlj.ich is among thepoorest--will.havetruly afforg.lii\.bJ,.e
access .••.. The plan is/also veryflet ible and.Will~mpower<schools

to select the service)~(that work.best.for~ll.e~re9ucatioIl<l1
mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal.connections and
Internet access is.equally vital and stands <to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in .neeq. .. of more teChnology in the classroom but
at this time the costs)are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students ..

As you move ahead in/your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist uS in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

S7if~
Fred Sang
Governing Board Member

No. of Copies rec'd,_....;O:...._
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I am a school board member f:r-oml;.be Patagonia Union~:¥gb. School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and Ii would like to thankY0t1/for your
1eadershi.pand the leadership Of the Joint Board fortne:¥1'r strong
decision.t.pensure that: a11scnoo1s will have afforda.l:>le~ccess

to thetn.~qrmation.Superhighwa.y. I urge· the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of··. the{ Joint. Board.

The discOunt> range of20\to90:percent\Ol±11 ensure. thatG)ur
school which is among th.epoorest - -\\li11 l1avetru1yaffor<lca:ble
access •..... The plan il;l/i:L.SO very flexible andW'i11 empower schools
to se1eet theservic~~ithatwor}{ best fortp,E!!ireducatiqn.F1
mission. The inc1usd"pn of discounts on internal connections and
Internet access iseClfi.al1y vital and stanas\tobring serVices
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in need of more tec:nnology in the classroom but
at this time the costs(are pro:n.ibitive. If·these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to aaaistua in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Member

No. of Copies rec·d.__O__
List ABCDE
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January 6, 1997

The Honorable R-eed:H:undt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street liN. W., RqQm 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I am a school board member from the Patagonia Unionrt;i.gh School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thankyou.ifor your
leaderSl'l~pand the leadership of the Joint Board for.t~~;i.¥ strong
decision t.o ensure that all sChools will have affordable access
to theil1nformationSuperqighway. I.urgetheFCC to/ful:J.yadopt
the recommendatioIiElofthe··. Jdint.·Board.

The discG>unt·range of 2Q to 90 percent will ensure thatgur
schooL<which is among tb,e}poorest- -will have trulyafforg~ble
access. The plan iSi\1].so veryflexiole and will ertll;)Qwer~chools

to seleCt the services\that work best for their educational
mission. The inclusiOn of discounts onillte'rrtalconnectibns and
Internet access isec:pially vital and staIidstobring services
directly to the classroom where students lea.rn.

Our districtt is inneegof·moretechrtologyin the classroom but
at this time the costs are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead inYG>ur deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

t~c /J11.~
Regina Medley
Governing Board Member

No. of Copies rec'd~_{J__
UstABCDE
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rJAN 161997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from the Patagonia Elementary School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong
decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that our
school which is among the poorest--will have truly affordable
access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools
to select the services that work best for their educational
mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and
Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in need of more technology in the classroom but
at this time the costs are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Amy DeLaOssa
Governing Board Member

No. of CoDlesorec'd,---O_
UstAScOe
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January 6, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I am a school board member from the Patagonia Elementary School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong
decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that our
school which is among the poorest--will have truly affordable
access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools
to select the services that work best for their educational
mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and
Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in need of more technology in the classroom but
at this time the costs are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

«('2;/datA- L:cA!f2Jd
Andrea Wood
Governing Board Member

No. ofCoDies rec'd D
liatASCDE
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from the Patagonia Elementary School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong
decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that our
school which is among the poorest--will have truly affordable
access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools
to select the services that work best for their educational
mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and
Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in need of more technology in the classroom but
at this time the costs are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

JlJt- /J. ut/1tYO
Peter Acevedo
Governing Board Member No. ofCQpiesrec1d O

UstABCOE
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from the Patagonia Elementary School
District in Patagonia, AZ, and I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong
decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that our
school which is among the poorest--will have truly affordable
access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools
to select the services that work best for their educational
mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and
Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our district is in need of more technology in the classroom but
at this time the costs are prohibitive. If these discounts are
realized we can begin to provide technological learning
opportunities for our students.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I
urge you to assist us in providing all school children equitable
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

i (r.~... ..'~ \,\~G.--Y-ct (T-~~S uv'-_c~.\

Cindy Matus-Morriss
Governing Board President No. otCOPies rec·d.----:O_.··_

UstABCOE



The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

January 6, 1997
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chainnan Hundt;

ex PARTE OR LATE FILED

REceiVED

'JAN!' 6 1991

We are the School Committee for the Medfield Public School, Medfield,
Massachusetts. We lmanimously support the "Education Rate" and would like to
thank you for your leadership of the Joint Board for their reasonable and strong
decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway. We urge the FCC to fully adopt the recommendations of the Joint
Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools--whether
financially stable or experiencing difticulty--have equal and affordable access.
The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services that
work best for their educational goals. The inclusion of discounts on internal
connections and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn.

Our Superintendent, Dr. Christopher Martes, will include our intentions for use of
the discounts and our school district's technology plan under his letter of support.

We urge you to sqze this most logical opportunity to bring our school children into
the 21st century of learning by supporting the "Education Rate" plan. Thank you
again for your effort and commitment to education.

V0U:Xur/J~
Carolyn tasey,Ch~n;
Medfield School Committee Members
Sharon Semeraro, Fayre Stephenson, William Tosches, and Mark Wilson (FCC)

No. of CoPies rec'd 0
ListABCOE



MEDFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
7 Dale Street

Medfield, Massachusetts 02052

CHRISTOPHER H. MARTES, Ph.D.
Superintendent ofSchools

(508) 359-2302

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW - Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

January 7, 1997

I am the Superintendent of the Medfield Public Schools in Medfield,
Massachusetts, and I would like to thank you for your leadershiip and the
leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that all schools
will have affordable access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools
to select the services that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion
of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is equally vital and
stands to bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

The Medfield Public Schools will use the discounts to purchase Internet service for
our entire school system and to continue to network the schools according to our
technology plan. I have attached an overview of our technology planning process,
assessment of our current status, and sample schematics of our plans. I hope
that this demonstrates our commitment to meeting the needs of students as we
approach the twenty-first century.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this importantissue, I urge you to seize
this opportunity to bring twenty-frrst century learning to our school children.

Sincerely, ~.

~~~91.IR~
Christopher H. Martes, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

kml
encs



MEDFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MEDFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

02052

Overview of the Technology Planning Process
During the 1993-94 school years, there was a technology initiative where
computers were purchased by the Medfield Public School System and placed in
the elementary, middle and high schools' Library Media Centers. Immediately,
the computers were being used to help the learning process of our students,
from teaching the writing process at the elementary school to computer aided
design courses at the high school. It became apparent that computers would
be required on a larger scale in the near future. Subsequently, a technology
committee was formed to help plan the process of integrating technology
throughout the school system on a larger scale. The technology committee
consisted of media-specialists/librarians from each school, one administrator
and the superintendent of schools.

The frrst task of the technology committee was to assess the school system's
technology needs. This was done via a needs-assessment survey of district
faculty and staff. Site visits were also conducted by the technology committee
to view the differences between our school and schools well into their
technology integration process. Using survey conclusions and information
learned from site visits, an action plan was created, prioritizing staff
development, technological purchases, software purchases, and assessment
needs. This action plan became the basis of our five-year technology plan to be
developed during the 1995-96 school year.

During the 1996-97 school year, technology planning was assigned to a three
person team consisting of the high school library media specialist, middle
school library media specialist and the superintendent of schools. The team
met on a regular basis. Through these meetings a draft technology plan was
developed and distributed to community and school stakeholders for feedback.
This draft was then revised and reformatted to comply with the state
technology plan guidelines.

Assessment of Current Curriculum Status and Technology Initiatives in
Relationship to Education Reform

At all levels the library media centers serve as the hub of educational
technology. Access to the Internet, electronic catalogs and educational CD­
ROMs are provided to all students and staff.

At the close of the 1995-96 school year, computer distribution at the
elementary level was reorganized to provide computers in every classroom in
order to move away from the model of isolated technology instruction in the



computer lab. During the current school year, 1996-97, we have begun to see
the integration of technology resources across the curriculum at the
elementary level. Staff now have access to the Internet and there have been
professional development workshops that address the use of educational
software in the classroom. Currently at the middle school, some teachers have
computers in their classrooms in addition to the computer lab, which is used
for word processing and teaching keyboarding skills. The high school and
middle school's new network capabilities allow us to access a high speed
Internet connection, and eventually to share resources through a common
library catalog. The high school now has a new library media center, writing
center, and two computer labs. A data network interconnects all of the
computing and electronic resources in the building. A video network allows
access to audio /visual resources. And each classroom, office and laboratory
has a standard telephone outlet. The high school has a new TV studio for
production across the school system as well as into the community.



MEDFIELD SCHOOL SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY PLAN
,
NETWORKS (All Sc1tls.)
Fiber Optics Links Among

Bldgs.
Voice, Video, & Data Outlet

in Every Classroom
LAN, WAN, MAN Networks

\.. )
r '"
LANGUAGE LAB-MHS
Video Input
Telecommunications Access
via Modern
Satellite Learning
'- ~

TOWN OF MEDFIELD
Public Library
Police & Fire
Senior Citizen
Town Offices
Student Homes

r TV PRODUCTION FACILITY~
Electronic Lecture Hall (MIlS)
TV Production Courses
On-Location TV Production
Student News/Magazine Show
Video Yearbook
Computer Desktop Video Editing
Satellite Downlinking
MultiMedia Course
School-Wide Presentations
Educational Access Message Board

~

~

"Information Everywhere .
Communication Anytime .

Access to Everyone "

orAC (On-Line Card Catalog)
Computerized Library Management
Telecommunications Access

(ERIC, AMERICA ON-LINE, INTERNETJ --­

AT&T LEARNET, KIDSNET, etc.)
Multi CD-ROM Networked Towers

(SIRS, Newsbank, Wilsondisc, MAS,
WE Info. Finder, Groliers, & Other Ref.

Satellite Access & Interactive Multimedia
Authoring Station t/fII

CLASSROOMS CAll Sc1100ls)

Interactive Multi-Media WorkStation
CD-ROM Network Access
Cable Television
Satellite Learning
Phone/Fax/Modem Access
Video Laserdisc

Computer Workstation for Classroom
Management, Applications Software,

& Curriculum Courseware
AudioVisual Equipment
Telecommunica tions Access

/
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER (All)

~
MAC LAB (All Sellls,)

Journalism/Desktop Pub 1-/
Exploring the Computer
Integrated WP, DB, SS
Curriculum Courseware

Adult Education JV
Presentation Software I

MultiMedia Production r------......-------.........
DesktoD Video I

DOS LAB-MRS

Business & Accounting
History/Theory of Computers
CAD/CAM Engineering
Office Practice/Word Proc.
Adult Education
Electronics
InteractiveMul timedia
Desktop Video

WIUTING CENTER-MRS
Process Writing Courses
Writing Assignments

Across Curriculum
Student & Staff Writing I/

r ,
STAFFING & TRAINING
Professional Media Specialists,
Librarians, & Computer Teachers
Paraprof. Aides & Technicians
Teacher Training, Staff Develop.
& In-Service Opportunities



Medfield Schools' Planned Network Infrastructure

I
I
I

I
I
I,

Town
Library

DD

School
Administration

Building

DO

~-------

1)' / h I reJJ
Voice/datu/vidco nctworks
intcrconnected among all
schools and administration.

MCET

Satellite dish

Medfield High
School

DOD

Dale Street School

DDD

Satellite dish

Fiber Optic Link
Between High School and
Middle School

~- - - - ......Blake Middle
School

CATV Backbone Network

- - ~

DDD

D D
Wheelock School

A
I
I

•

2
Source: MIT Appendix: II. Chart



Each building will have:
'n..I-~~.

- --~

Medfield High School

• 2 Macintosh Labs
• 1 IBM Lab

! I. Writing Lab
• Language Lab
• CD-ROM file servers
• Satellite Dish
• Fiber Optic link to middle school
• Elecu'onic lecture hall
• TV production facility

CATV Backbone Network
• All buildings will be interconnected via a

CATV Backbone Network

Three Year Technology Plan- -

~­

I
I
I,

Middle School

,

• Full Macintosh Lab
• Full IBM Lab
• IBM Lego/Logo
• On-line electronic

library catalog
• CD-ROM in library
• Audio/visual and

video equipment
• Multi-media equip.

Wheelock School

• Full Macintosh lab

Each classroom will have:

Each teacher will have:

• A VCR and a computer controlled video disk player.
I ...

• At least one connection to the three networks: data, video, and phone..
• A video monitor attached to the video network.

• A standard telephone outlet.

• A centralized location that provides:
- integration of the data/video networks into the CATV network.
- dial out modems for access to various network-based resources and e-mail.
- dial in modems providing outside access to the schools' network resources.

I
I,

Memorial School

• Upgrade existing
Apple lIE systems

• On-line electronic
library catalogue

Dale Street School

• Full Macintosh Lab

• CD-Rom in library

• Multi-media equip.

i • i· A data network interconnecting all computing & electronic information systems.

• A video network, allowing access to audio/video resources.

• Audio/visual and
video equipment • A multi-media workstation consisting of a personal computer, a

CD-ROM drive and a local printer.
• On-line electronic

library catalog

• Extensive training.

~-----

2
Source: MIT

Appendix: III. Chart

• Multi-media equip.

• Audio/visual and
video equipment
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Whentheleadgoosegets tired it rotatesback into thefonnation andanother
goose tUesatthepointposition. .

LESSION'S
FROM (jEE,SE.

Lesson: Ifwehaveasmuchsenseasgeesewetoowillstandbyeachothe:r
indifficult timesasweltaswhenwea.rcstlong.

Itpaysto taketumsdoing thehard tasks, andsharing
leadership-withpeople, 4Swith geese,weareinterdependenton
eachothe:r.

4 The f7teSe in fonnationhonk frombehind to encouragethoseup front tokeepup
• their~ .

Lesson: Weneed to maJcesureourhonking from behind is
enc:ouraailt8-aninotsomdhinaelse.

S4 Whcna~getssick. wounded,orshotd~ twogeese~outoffonnaC[on
andfollowltdOwn tohelpandprotedtLTheysta~th lhmtlllttsabtetoft.yagain
ordies.Then theylaunchoutontheir~ withanotherfonnati~ orcatChup
with thdloclc.

by r"iUton Olson

Aseadlbirdftaps Itswings, itcreatesim-uplift- for1hebirdfoHcrwingt Byftyingin
aV formation, thewhole Rock adds 71% greater flying range than if tncbird
fiewalone.

Lesson: Peop1.ewhoshareacommondirectionand sen.seofeommunity
ca.ngetwhere theyareioingquicktrand ea,sie:rbetaUK theyare
trave1ing on the thrust0 {oneanother.

2. VVhenevcragoosefallsoutofformation, itsuddenlyfteIs thedragandresistance of
trying to flyalone,andquicklygctsback into formation to takeadVantageofthe
-lifting- powerofthebird immediatelyin front.
l,e$son: Ifwehaveasmuchsenseasa goose,weW111stayin formation

withthosewho areheadedwherewewant to go (andbewiUing
to accept theirhelp aswcllasgiveoursto theothers).

3.

1.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
MILITARY DEPARTMENT

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

o

PO Box 40955
Olympia, WA 98504-0955

Phone: (360) 459-9191 • FAX: (360) 923-4591

FEDERAL t:JMMUNICATIONS COMMleslON
OffItIE OF SECRETARY

January 8, 1997

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Comments on CC Docket No. 96-45

Enclosed are comments on CC Docket 96-45 submitted by the Washington State E911 Program.

Sincerely,

~~'~4G
Robert G. Oenning
State E911 Administrator

cc: FCC Secretary
Service List

No. of CoPies" rec'd
LJat ABOOE !.----

o



EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

BEFORE THE
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C.

)
)
) CC Docket No. 96-45
)
)
)

Federal-State Joint board on
Universal Service

In the matter of
ReCl:IVE:O

'JANt'l''1997
fEDERAL, ;J.iiMUNICAr,o~'~

.- ,. -.- UfR.c;c~~O: CQ._11II0"
" -. " .. vr lIfolIllIOlAAy "

COMMENTS OF THE WASHINGTON STATE ENHANCED 911 PROGRAM

The Washington State E91l Program was created by voter referendum in 1991 for the

explicit purpose of assuring that enhanced 911 is made available to all the citizens of

Washington. It is a state-wide mandate with enhanced 911 to be available by December 31,

1998. No distinctions were made for type of telephone equipment or method of service,

delivery. ,""

The inclusion of enhanced 911 within the defmition of services supportable within the

universal services support mechanisms is laudable, and clearly in concert with the direction

giveIl: by the voters of Washington t~"'ffiake Enhanced 911 univers~. 1

Enhanced 911 has become essential to the safety of the public as an increasingly mobile

population and a common media experience create the expectation that not only is 911 the

"number to call for assistance, but also that the call will be accomplished through a system that

knows where the caller is located. 2

I Referendum 42, Passed November 1991

2 The expectation of location information may best exemplified by the misuse of 911 for
non-emergency calls which many times begin with: "Can you tell me how to get to -------?". Public education
programs have been demonstrated as an effective tool for eliminating the these calls, but it is clear from the
question that there is an expectation that the caller thinks th~ 911 telecommunicator knows the beginning location.
Additionally, when legislators promulgate laws such as those that require police response to domestic violence



Enhanced 911 is correctly included for support in the universal service formula. In

supporting access to enhanced 911 (Sec.51) the question arrises to what is included under the

term "access". To a lanze degree this is indirectly stated bv the comments concerning the- - .... -
inability of the \vireless carriers to provide location information at this time and the note thatthe

"local governments provide the PSAP". It is also noted that "the telecommunications network is

only one component of E911 service". Combined, these statements are taken to indicate that

access to E911 service as a supported function will include the network components from

recognition of the digits 911 through delivery of the call, \vith the associated caller

identification and location information, to the correct PSAP. It is assumed that this will be done

within some standard level of service and standardized data parameters.

The" requirement as indicated has considerable merit for it allow,S the carriers to

determine and manage the technologies of their delivery systems independent of outside

requirements. This will also permit evaluation of the E911. service delivery costs under all the

proposed cost models. That latter point may be extremely important given the temporary

exclusion of wireless from the .r.equi~ement to provide enhanced 911 because it will create a

clear separation of service delivery mechanisms between carrier types.

Inclu:sion of E911 as a universal service element implies integration into the carrier

operations to a degree that E911 elements would be part of the carrier managed network that

supersedes the provisions of the Telecommunications Service Priority system. This recognizes

the critical nature of 911 as the access point for services during any disaster that is disruptive to

situations there is an assumption on the part of the legislators that the 911 system will pass location information to
assist dispatching, given the likelihood that the situation itselfwill preclude useful address inquiry.



the telecommunications systems. Without 911 operational, many of the service restoration

priorities have little meaning because the c~lls for assistance would not be processed by the

network.

Inclusion of enhanced 911 within the definition of services supportable \vithin the

universal services support mechanisms recognizes both the expectations of the customer and the

long term interests of assuring competitive service deli\'ery.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert G. Oenning
Washington E911 Program

Washington State Military Department
Emergency Management Division' .
P.O. Box 40955

, l .

Olympia, Washington 98504-0955
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1050 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 i
P.O. Box 2950, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

Phone (504)922·5400, Fax (504)922-5411
East Baton Rouge Parish School System _

Gary S. Mathews, Ph.D., Superintendent

The Honorable Reed Hundt EX PARTE OR LAli F.~
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this
opportunity to bring 21 st century learning to our school children.

As a school board member for East Baton Rouge Parish School System, I would like to thank
you for your leadership and the leadership ofthe Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure
that all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to
fully adopt the recommendations ofthe Joint Board.

D~~~
No. of Copies rec'd\---_....rZ'-t!'l-e-a
'ist ABCDE ~ ~~

oQuality and Equity: Our Children Are the Reason

Sincerely,

og~i~
District 8

The discount range of20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools--even the poorest--have truly
affordable access. I understand that the plan is very flexible and will empower schools to select
the services that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal
connections and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn.

In our school district, which serves over 58,000 students, the cost savings resulting from deep
discounts for telecommunication installations and monthly service charges would be substantial.
These price breaks would allow our school district to implement a Wide Area Network (WAN),
Local Area Networks (LAN), Internet connections, resource sharing between schools, and
streamlining administrative functions throughout the school system.


